
       
 

Wednesday 15th July 

 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

 

Thank you 

May we start this letter by taking the opportunity to thank you for your support during the last few 

months.  It has been wonderful to receive the many emails and letters of thanks for the work of our 

schools – we simply couldn’t have done it all without you.  Your support with your children’s home 

learning will ensure that they are in the best possible place to continue with the curriculum on our 

full return to school in September.  All our Pathfinder Schools will be operating a Recovery 

Curriculum, which will support our pupils to settle back into the routines of school whilst helping 

them to come to terms with what has happened.  There is separate information regarding this 

attached to this letter. 

 

 
 

September Opening 

The Department for Education have confirmed that schools will close as normal over the summer 

break and open fully in September, we have now received guidance to support this.  Current 

restrictions on class sizes will be lifted, but schools and settings will keep children in class or year 

group ‘bubbles’ to minimise the number of daily contacts with others that each pupil has. 

Protective measures, such as regular cleaning and handwashing will, of course, continue.  

 

Our schools are currently putting rigorous procedures in place to minimise the likelihood of viral 

transmission, and respond to any positive COVID cases. We understand that testing will be widely 

available, and schools and settings will inform parents should concerns arise. Appropriate actions 

will be taken in the case of any outbreak, and remote education will be made available to any 

pupils who might have to self-isolate in order to ensure that learning time is not lost. School staff, 

governing bodies and Pathfinder Central Team are currently working to implement the detailed 

plans through carrying out a thorough risk assessment.   

 

To minimise contact between groups of children our schools are very likely to have slightly 

different drop off and pick up times in order to avoid overcrowding the playground.  Break and 

lunch times will be carefully managed to ensure contact between ‘bubbles’ is minimised. This will 

look different across our Pathfinder Schools who will let you know the details of this as soon as they 

are able. 

 

Attendance from September  

Government advice is that the risk to children of becoming severely ill from COVID19 is very low 

and we know there are negative health and educational impacts for pupils who are out of school 

and settings for long periods. It is with this in mind that the government’s guidance states that 

pupils will be expected to attend school as normal from September. A small number of pupils will 

still be unable to attend because they are self-isolating and have had symptoms or a positive test 

result themselves, or because they are a close contact of someone who has COVID19.  Shielding 



advice will pause on 1 August, this means that those pupils who remain on the shielded patient list 

can also return to their school or setting, as can those who have family members who are 

shielding.  Some pupils who are not required to shield but who remain under the care of a 

specialist medical professional may need to discuss their care with that professional before 

returning to their school or setting. Please advise the school or setting if the guidance you receive 

is that your child should remain at home. Other than in these exceptional cases, or where a pupil’s 

absence is otherwise authorised, it is the Department for Educations’ expectation that pupils 

attend as normal. It is important that you discuss any concerns on attendance with your school as 

soon as possible to avoid further escalation. 

 

Catch-Up Funding  

You may have heard that the government will be providing funding so that schools and settings 

can provide additional tuition and other support to pupils so that any who have fallen behind can 

be helped to catch up. At the time of writing, detailed guidance has not been released about 

this. As soon as it has, we will work with schools to consider the best ways forward. 

 

Link to government guidance for parents and carers  

 

All year groups (except Reception) will be returning on Thursday 3rd September. Please see details 

below of how the school will be operating: 

 

 Bubbles - To allow for a wide curriculum to be delivered and ensure children have time to mix 

with their peers we are operating in year group bubbles. Children will all have their own 

classroom base but will also share areas as a year group in their part of the school. The year 

group bubble will have playtime and lunchtime together outside in a designated part of the 

playground. Adults will move between bubbles where needed but children will remain in their 

year group bubbles during the day.  

 School lunches – our catering company abm are continuing to provide meals in September. 

To begin with we are only offering cold packed lunches and a hot jacket potato option as 

children will be eating in classrooms apart from Y2 who will eat in the Infant hall. Meals as 

usual can be ordered via the school money account from the 1st September. All infant 

children are entitled to a free school meal.  

 Uniform – all children are to wear uniform on their return please. If you need to order any 

uniform it can be ordered online from www.karlsports.co.uk. We encourage you to wash their 

uniform regularly.  

 What to bring to school – please only send your child with the minimum resources needed 

which are their reading book and home school link book, lunch box if needed, water bottle 

that will go home daily, hat and sun cream if good weather and hand cream if required. For 

children at HIS please use a book bag to contain their belongings as we have limited space 

for storage. At HJS please encourage a small rucksack. No toys or games are to be brought 

to school. School will provide all stationary equipment that is needed.  

 Starting back - For the first two days the children will be getting to know each other and their 

new adults in their classes. They will be finding out about why their class has the name it does 

and also spending time talking and sharing thoughts and feelings about the past few months. 

For the next few weeks although we will be incorporating more academic aspects of the 

curriculum our main focus will be on promoting positive wellbeing, settling in and allowing 

children (when needed) to process the past 5 months. 

 Drop off/pick up – we have staggered the drop off and pick up times for the various year 

groups to try and ease the congestion on our playgrounds and to allow for social distancing. 

Exact timings are to be shared on our year group newsletters shortly including designated 

entrances and exits gates and doors. Lunchtimes have been shortened slightly to make sure 

that with staggered drop off and pick up times the teaching time each child receives 

remains the same as with our usual timings. Please be aware of others on our playground and 

we encourage you to make your time on the playground as short as possible to allow as 

much room for others as possible. All children are to stay close to their parents please until 

they enter the building or leave with parents. Year 5 and 6 children only will be allowed to 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-in-the-autumn-term
http://www.karlsports.co.uk/


walk to and from school without their parents as long as we receive parental permissions for 

them to do so. Staff will be available to direct you during the first couple of days of the new 

term.  

 Trips and visits – Any trips and visits will be risk assessed and managed according to the 

guidance. We will inform you of any planned visits and trips for your child’s class.  

 Clubs pre and after school – At the start of term there will not be any school run clubs before 

and after school. Once we have successfully implemented our return we will then look at 

introducing these sessions in the following weeks.  

 Childminders and Out of school care providers – As a school we understand that some 

families need to use childminders and other care providers to aid with wrap around care to fit 

with working hours. We would encourage you to speak to your provider to ensure they are 

following guidance. They will be allowed to drop off and collect pupils from school as long as 

they follow our school based guidance.  

 Assemblies – we will hold our assemblies virtually using our safe secure school online platform. 

Children will remain in their classrooms and watch the assembly using their interactive 

whiteboard. Classes will be able to speak to each other using this platform during the 

assembly.  

 PE – all our PE sessions during the first halt term will take place outside on the playgrounds and 

grass area at HJS. Children will therefore need a pair of trainers in their PE kit along with a T-

shirt, pair of shorts and tracksuit top and bottoms for when the weather gets colder.  

 Moving about the school – Children will be remaining in their year group zones of the school 

as much as possible. If they need to move to different areas of the school, the corridors have 

been marked to show remaining on the left when moving. Whole classes will move around 

the outside of the building as much as possible when going to playground zones and PE 

sessions.  

 Behaviour expectations – our usual behaviour policy will be operating and we will be 

encouraging all our routines and responsibilities as were put in place before we closed in 

March. We will send out a copy of our behaviour policy in September so all parents are 

aware too.  

 Contacting the school – Staff as usual will be out on the playground in the mornings including 

the Senior Leadership team and pastoral support team. Please pass any messages to us. You 

will also have the home school link books to record messages in and we encourage you to 

phone the schools for all other enquiries. Our school offices will not be open for parents when 

we first start back as they are very small areas so anything that needs handing in should be 

sent in with children and this will be passed to the office internally. The sharing email address 

will no longer be in use and we encourage you to use the systems as outlined above. 

 

Thank you for your continued support, we will be in touch shortly with more specific details for 

each year group. We very much look forward to our full re-opening in September, 

 

 

 
 

Ann Davey        Rachel Kiziak 

Chief Executive       Executive Head Teacher 

 


